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Philina's charms could not dissipate his inquietude ; he passed
a dreary thoughtful day. Nor at evening could the utmost efforts
of the tumblers and dancers, exerting all their powers to gratify
the public, divert the current of his thoughts, or clear away the
clouds from his mind.
By the concourse of people flocking from all places round, the
numbers had greatly increased on this occasion; the general ap-
probation was like a snowball rolling itself into a monstrous size.
The feat of leaping over swords, and through the cask with paper
ends, made a great sensation. The Strong Man, too, produced a
universal feeling of mingled astonishment and horror, when he laid
his head and feet on a couple of separate stools, and then allowed
some sturdy smiths to place a stithy on the unsupported part of
his body, and hammer a horse-shoe till it was completely made
by means of it.
The Hercules' Strength, as they called it, was a no less wonder-
ful affair. A row of men stood up ; then another row, upon their
shoulders; then women and young lads, supported in like manner
on the second row; so that finally a living pyramid was formed,
the peak being ornamented by a child, placed on its head, and
dressed out in the shape of a ball and weather-vane. Such a sight,
never witnessed in those parts before, gave a worthy termination
to the whole performance. Narciss and Landrinette were then
borne in litters, on the shoulders of the rest, along the chief streets
of the town, amid the triumphant shouts of the people. Ribbons,
nosegays, silks, were thrown upon them; all pressed to get a sight
of them. Each thought himself happy if he could behold them,
and be honoured with a look of theirs.
" What actor, what author, nay what man of any class, would
not regard himself as on the summit of his wishes, could he, by a
noble saying or a worthy action, produce so universal an impres-
sion ? What a precious emotion would it give, if one could dis-
seminate generous, exalted, manly feelings with electric force and
speed; and rouse assembled thousands into such rapture, as these
people, by their bodily alertness, have done ! If one could com-
mi&icate to thronging multitudes a fellow-feeling in all that be-
longs to man, by the portraying of happiness and misery, of wis-
dom and folly, nay of absurdity and silliness; could kindle and
thrill their inmost souls, and set their stagnant nature into move-
ment, free, vehement and pure!" So said our friend; and as
neither Laertes nor Philina showed any disposition to take part

